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Floods during month of March, 1921.
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EFFECT OF WEATHER ON CROPS AND FARMING OPERATIONS—MARCH, 1921.

By J. WarreN Surra, Meteorologist.

The outstanding features of the weather during March,
1921, in its relation to agricultural and horticultural
operations where the unusual and persistently mild tem-
peratures that prevailed until near the close of the month
and the disastrous cold wave that overspread nearly all
sections of the country during the last few days. The
unusually warm weather in all central and southern

sections of the country had prematurely developed fruit -

to a stage of approximately one month in advance of the
average season. From the 26th to the 30th a severe
freeze occurred over a large section of the country where
most fruit trees were in full bloom. Freezing tempera-
tures extended as far south as the northern portions of
the Gulf States and to North Carolina in the Atlantic
coast section. Heavy damage to, and in most sections &

comrlete loss of, practically all early fruit and much of
the later varieties was suffered over most of the central
sections of the country.! _ .

The weather during the month was generally favorable
for farm work and corn planting made good progress in
the Southern States; cotton plantin, haf become general
over the southern portion OF the belt at the close of the
month. Winter grains made rapid progress until the
cold wave the latter part of the month and no wide-
spread damage occurred from the freeze. Spring-wheat
seeding progressed satisfactorily for the most part, but
was retarded the latter part of the month by precipita-
tion and cold weather. By the close of the month much

1 A more detailed account will appear in the April REVIEW.
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of the crop had been sown in South Dakota and seeding
was nearing completion in Iowa. The seedin;idof spring
oats made satisfactory advance in the trans-Mississippi
States but was considerahly interrupted in much of the
Ohio and central Mississippi Valleys by frequent rains.
Truck crops in the South were favorably affected by the
weather, but the freeze the latter part of the month

-‘MarcH, 1921

caused much damage to early truck in Oklahoma,
Arkansas, and central Texas, while some dam re-
sulted in Tennessee and North Carolina, and locally in
the northern portions of the East Gulf States. Pastures
improved rapidly in the Central and Eastern States and

no serious loss of stock was reported in the West.

CLIMATOLOGICAL TABLES.*
CONDENSED CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY.

In the following table are given for the various sections of the climatological service of the Weather Bureau the
monthly average temperature and total rainfall; the stations reporting the highest and lowest temperatures, with

dates of occurrence;
the several headings.

e stations reporting the greatest and least total precipitation; and other data as indicated by

The mean temperature for each section, the highest and lowest temperatures, the average precipitation, and the
greatest and least monthly amounts are found by using all trustworthy records available.
The mean departures from normal teg?)emtures and precipitation are based only on records from stations that

have 10 or more years of observations.

course the number of such records is smaller than the total number of

stations.
Condensed climatological summary of temperature and precipitation by sections, March, 1921,
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* For description of tables and charts, see this REVIEW, January, 1921, p. 41.



